Cystectomy: the treatment of choice in patients with carcinoma in situ of the urinary bladder?
Patients (n = 46) with carcinoma in situ (Tis) of the urinary bladder were treated by intravesical chemotherapy. The complete remission rate was 75%. After a mean interval of 17 months recurrent tumours were diagnosed in 47%. Radical cystectomy with urethrectomy was performed in eight patients. Distal ureterectomy and uretercystoneostomy was done in six patients because of a distal ureteric tumour. Based on this group of 46 patients and the current literature, the following criteria are essential in indicating cystectomy: (1) micro-invasion; (2) persistent Tis after adequate intravesical treatment; (3) progressive tumour; (4) Tis of ureter and/or prostate; (5) tumour recurrence at more advanced stage.